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Innovation Grants



Valeah Foy

▷Administrator
State and Local Finance Division
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Experience/History
• 22 years in finance 

• 14 years at DOR

• Bachelor's degree –
business, finance

• Masters of business 
administration – finance, 
international mgmt.

• Enjoys – all sports



3

Agenda
▷SLF updates

▷MyDORGov enhancement

▷ Innovation grant

oOverview

o Filing process

▷Q&A
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SLF Updates
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State and Local Finance Division (SLF)
▷ District offices – Eau Claire, Green Bay, 

Madison, Milwaukee, and Wausau

▷Manufacturing and utility bureau

▷ Equalization bureau

▷ Office of technical and assessment services

▷ Local government services

▷ Administration
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MOE Filing Reminder
▷Maintain a level of law enforcement, fire, and emergency medical 

services equivalent to the previous year

o Comparing 2024 to 2023

▷Attain completed law enforcement, fire, or EMS certifications

▷Submit MOE Report to DOR (Form SL-305) by July 1, 2025

▷Penalty – reduction of total county and municipal aid and 
supplemental county and municipal aid by 15% in the following 
year
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MyDORGov Enhancement
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MyDORGov Access

▷ Prior

o File on your behalf

▷ Current – NEW!

o View

o Edit

o All access
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MyDORGov Access
▷ Click the "user information" box

▷ In "Your Access Summary" on the bottom right, you can: 

o Review access – click the "i" icon to see the list of forms and access type for 
each user

o Change access – click the pencil icon to adjust the access level

▪ Check the appropriate boxes to change the access 

▪ Click update

▷ Remember – a user can only have one type of access for each form
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Jane@test.com

Jane Treasurer

(608) 555-8888

CLERK/TREASURER 01002 TOWN OF TEST

(608) 555-9999

N5555 Town Road

Test, WI 53555

CLERK/TREASURER       01002           TOWN OF TEST

01002           TOWN OF TEST

01002           TOWN OF TEST

01002           TOWN OF TEST

Cynthia Test

Jason Test

John Test

Ann Test
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Innovation Grants
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Innovation Planning Grant
▷Approx. $3M 

distributed

▷68 projects
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Innovation Grant
▷$300M available – for counties, municipalities, and tribes

▷ Innovation plan – agreement/contract to transfer a service/duty 
to another: 

o County, municipality, tribe, non-profit organization, or private entity

▷Allowable service/duty

▷Realize total cost savings of at least 10%
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Allowable Services

▷ Public safety (law enforcement)

▷ Fire protection

▷ Emergency services

▷ Courts

▷ Jails

▷ Training

▷ Communications

▷ Information technology

▷ Admin (staffing, payroll, HR)

▷ Public health

▷ Public works

▷ Parks + recreation

▷ Economic development + tourism

▷ Housing, planning + zoning
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Contract Requirements

▷Review sec. 79.038(1)(a)1., Wis. Stats.

▷Detail the service/duty being transferred

▷Date – after DOR’s admin rule notice on November 13, 2024 

▷ Include pre- and post- transfer costs

▷Allocation of grant monies

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/79/i/038/1/a/1
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Cost Savings Requirements

▷Based on total cost of providing the service/duty pre-transfer

▷Achieve 10% cost savings
o 50% within 24 months from the first grant payment

o 100% within 36 months from the first grant payment

▷DOR must audit after 24 months
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Payment Distributions

No more than 

$10M per year

▷3 annual payments

▷ Including only counties, municipalities or tribes

o Each payment = 25% of total cost excluding highest cost

▷Transfer to non-profit or private entity

o Each payment = 25% of total cost

▷Allocations outlined in contract
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How does it work?



A - $8k
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Scenario One Transfer 

between local 

governments

Total cost ($8k + $10k) $18,000

Required cost savings ($18k * 10%) $1,800

Grant payment ($8k * 25%) $2,000

x 3 years $6,000

B - $10k



A - $10k
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Scenario Two

Total cost $10,000

Required cost savings ($10k * 10%) $1,000

Grant payment ($10k * 25%) $2,500

x 3 years $7,500

Transfer to 

private entity 

or non-profit

B
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Scenario Three

Total cost ($75k + $60k + $40k +$100k) $275,000

Required cost savings ($275k * 10%) $27,500

Grant payment ($275k - $100k) * 25% $43,750

x 3 years $131,250

Transfer 

between local 

governments

D - $100kC - $40k

B - $60k

A - $75k
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Scenario Four

Total cost ($80k + $50k + $30k) $160,000

Required cost savings ($160k * 10%) $16,000

Grant payment ($160k * 25%) $40,000

x 3 years $120,000

Transfer to 

private entity 

or non-profit

DC - $30kA - $80k

B - $50k
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Filing Process
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Filing Process
▷Form SL-405 – Innovation Grant Application

oAvailable mid-July

o Clerk can e-file in MyDORGov

▷Due: March 31, 2026

▷DRAFT form used today

https://ww2.revenue.wi.gov/VaultExternal/index.html
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Resources
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Resources

▷ Innovation grants – revenue.wi.gov/Pages/SLF/IG.aspx

o Fact sheet

o Common questions

o Project examples

o Fair market compensation guidance

o Recorded video presentation

oApply – Form SL-405

https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/SLF/IG.aspx
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Resources

▷DOR website – revenue.wi.gov

▷Online videos – see DOR Video Center
o Select "Govt" tab 

o Ex: MyDORGov, TIF, assessment topics (frac sand, use-value)

▷Reports and notices – revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Report/Home.aspx

▷Governments web page –
revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Governments/home.aspx

https://www.revenue.wi.gov/pages/home.aspx
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/VideoCenter/videos-home.aspx?ytvideoID=YF9m0fmb8Ds&ytplID=DORMyGov
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Report/Home.aspx
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Governments/home.aspx
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Resources

▷WI Act 12 Information – DOR summary
revenue.wi.gov/Documents/2023-Act12-Information.pdf

▷WI Act 19 Information – DOR summary
revenue.wi.gov/Documents/2023-Act19-Information.pdf

▷State and Local Finance Newsletters

https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Documents/2023-Act12-Information.pdf
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Documents/2023-Act19-Information.pdf
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/SLF/SLF-Newsletters.aspx
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Resources

▷Stay informed!
o Receive email updates about law changes, filing reminders, 

updated reports and notifications

▷To subscribe – revenue.wi.gov/Pages/HTML/lists.aspx

oMunicipal officials, tax professionals, TIF/TID, and many 
more…

▷County officials – email OTAS@wisconsin.gov

https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/HTML/lists.aspx
mailto:OTAS@wisconsin.gov


Take Survey

Click link or scan QR code

▷Link – surveymonkey.com/r/WCMA-6-27-25

▷QR code
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WCMA-6-27-25
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Contact Us
lgs@wisconsin.gov

mailto:slf@wisconsin.gov
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