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Sturgeon Bay History/Bio

▪ Located at midpoint of the 

90-mile-long Door Peninsula 

in Door County.

▪ Named for the long, fish-

shaped bay it borders.

▪ Settled in 1850 when the 

first house was built along 

waterfront.

▪ Town quickly developed 

after that , home to more 

than 200 residents and three 

sawmills by 1862.

▪ Source: WHS Library-Archives Staff, 2009
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Sturgeon Bay History/Bio

▪ 19th Century, Sturgeon Bay 

become a center for stone 

quarrying, with five quarries 

shipping limestone to may 

ports throughout the region 

for harbor improvements.

▪ In1880’s, canal was 

completed linking Sturgeon 

Bay to Lake Michigan.

▪ New Passage attracted 

thousands of ships SB 

became a center of maritime 

traffic and shipbuilding.

▪ Source: WHS Library-Archives Staff, 2009
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Sturgeon Bay History/Bio

▪ Incorporation in 1883, 

Sturgeon Bay is the site of 

the Sturgeon Bay Bascule 

Bridge, which connects 

upper and lower Door 

County.

▪ 2024 Wisconsin DOA 

Population Estimate-9,979

▪ 2024 Wisconsin DOR 

Statement of Assessment-

$1,011,393,600

▪ Source: WHS Library-Archives Staff, 2009
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Community Impacts on Development/Tourism

▪ Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Advisory Board.

▪ Bike Friendly Community 

Program

▪ Bronze Award

▪ One of only 10 Wisconsin 

Communities.

▪ Bird City Wisconsin 

Community

▪ Source: City of Sturgeon Bay Website.
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Community Impacts on Development/Tourism

▪ Ice Age Trail Community

▪ Official Coast Guard City

▪ Tree City

▪ Source: City of Sturgeon Bay Website.
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Community Impacts on Development/Tourism

▪ Sunset Park Master Plan

▪ First instigated in 2016.

▪ Goals and Objectives:

▪ Improve Water Quality.

▪ Create fish habitat & fishing 

nodes.

▪ Paddle access.

▪ Discourage Invasive species.

▪ Create multiple funding 

sources.

▪ Source: City of Sturgeon Bay Website.
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Community Impacts on Development/Tourism

▪ New Indoor/Outdoor 

Community Athletic Complex.

▪ Facility would complement what 

the Door County YMCA offers.

▪ Indoor space could host 

tournaments and provide indoor 

playground, winter pickleball, 

canine sports and various 

activities.

▪ Outdoor improvements focus on 

facilities owned jointly by city 

and school.

▪ Much needed improvements to 

Memorial Field athletic complex.

▪ Source: City of Sturgeon Bay Website.
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Community Partnerships/Tourism Drivers

▪ Destination Sturgeon Bay

▪ Passionate about creating a 

first-class visitor experience, 

helping local businesses 

grow, and enhancing the 

quality of life.

▪ Fire & Ice Festival

▪ Unwrapping Sturgeon Bay

▪ Christmas by the Bay

▪ Hip, Sip, and Shop

▪ Farmers Market.

▪ Helpful tips, tricks, and 

information on places to stay, 

dining spots, travel spots.

▪ Motto: Come for the fun. 

Stay for the Memories! No 

Bad Days in Sturgeon Bay.

▪ Source: DSB Website.
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Community Partnerships/Tourism Drivers

▪ Door County Economic 

Development Corporation

▪ For more than 30 years, the 

Door County Economic 

Development Corporation 

(DCEDC) has been working to 

build a robust economy and 

elevate the economic vitality of 

Door County and its residents.

▪ By collaborating with companies, 

community leaders, and 

entrepreneurs, DCEDC builds 

successful businesses and 

enriches the region’s economic 

climate. DCEDC is your partner 

in driving economic prosperity 

throughout the region
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Community Partnerships/Tourism Drivers

▪ School Districts:

▪ Sevastopol School 

District.

▪ Southern Door School 

District

▪ Sturgeon Bay School 

District
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Economic Development

▪ Sturgeon Bay Development Tour

▪ The Door County Economic 

Development Corporation (DCEDC) 

proudly hosted the 2025 Sturgeon Bay 

Development Tour on Friday, May 30, 

welcoming local and statewide 

development partners for an in-depth 

look at the city’s expanding potential.

▪ Designed to showcase opportunities 

across residential, commercial, and 

industrial sectors, the event 

highlighted why Sturgeon Bay is an 

increasingly attractive destination for 

strategic investment and 

development.

▪ Source: DCEDC Website.
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Economic Development-Sturgeon Bay Development Tour
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Economic Development-Sturgeon Bay Development Tour
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Economic Development-Sturgeon Bay Development Tour

Page 15



Economic Development-Sturgeon Bay Development Tour
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Economic Development-Sturgeon Bay Development Tour

Page 17



Economic Development-Sturgeon Bay Development Tour
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Economic Development-Sturgeon Bay Tax Incremental Districts
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Economic Development-Sturgeon Bay Tax Incremental Districts
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Economic Development-Development Site Opportunities
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Economic Development-Development Site Opportunities
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Questions?

aruechel@rwbaird.com

jvanlieshout@sturgeonbaywi.gov

Adam Ruechel, Vice President

920-433-7373

aruechel@rwbaird.com 

Josh VanLieshout, City Administrator

920-746-2900

jvanlieshout@sturgeonbaywi.gov 
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Important Disclosures

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated is providing this information to you for discussion purposes only. The information does not 

contemplate or relate to a future issuance of municipal securities. Baird is not recommending that you take any action, and this information 

is not intended to be regarded as “advice” within the meaning of Section 15B of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 or the rules 

thereunder. In providing this information, Baird is not acting as an advisor to you and does not owe you a fiduciary duty pursuant to 

Section 15B of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. You should discuss the information contained herein with any and all internal or 

external advisors and experts you deem appropriate before acting on the information.
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